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Small Sculptures
_for Great Passions

Bronzes in Italian Renaissance art.

he art of small bronze sculptures was

born in Italy during the 15th century
creating a sub-section of Bronze sculptu-
res unique and different from the official
bronzes and those of large dimension.
The small bronzes were designed for the
private sector specifically for amateurs
and collectors of Greek and Roman anti-
ques. This branch of bronzes was most
diffused in central Italy around Florence,
Siena, Mantova, and Padova. The first
small bronze of the period is considered

by Giorgio Rusconi

to be the Marco Aurelio by Filarete in
1469; Donatello influenced heavily the
small bronze artists even though he did-
n't complete one except as a draft for a
larger piece. The most important Floren-
tine bronze artist of the period was Ber-
toldo di Giovanni. Other artists who tried
their hand successfully at small bronzes
were Antonio Pollaiolo, Andrea del Ver-
rocchio, Francesco di Giorgio Martini,
Andrea Briosco, Pier Jacopo Alari Bona-
colsi and Jacopo Sansovino.

Piccole opere d'arte

per una grande passione

N

L'arte del bronzetto nell'ltalia rinascimentale.

LI arte del bronzetto nacque in Italia

nel corso del XV secolo costituendo
una branca specifica della scultura bron-
zea distinta da quella ufficiale e di grandi
dimensione. Il bronzetto era destinato al-
la sfera privata degli amatori e degli anti-
quarii, cultori delle antichita greche e ro-
mane, riproducenti grandi opere scoperte
negli scavi. L'arte del bronzetto si diffuse
soprattutto nei centri dell'ltalia centro-set-
tentrionale come Firenze, Siena, Manto-

va, Padova. Il primo bronzetto della storia e
considerato il Marco Aurelio del Filarete del
1469; Donatello, che influenzo fortemente
gli artisti dei bronzetti, tuttavia non ne com-
pi se non come bozze per opere maggiori. A
Firenze si distinse come autore di bronzetti
Bertoldo di Giovanni. Si cimentarono in que-
sto genere artisti quali Antonio Pollaiolo, An-
drea del Verrocchio, Francesco di Giorgio
Martini, Andrea Briosco, Pier Jacopo Alari
Bonacolsi e Jacopo Sansovino.

CraTyaTKu 111 OO0JIBILION JTFOOBU N

HckyccTBo OpoH30BOI MUHMATIOPLI B MITanmiu nepuosia Bo3poxkienust.

CKYCCTBO GPOH30BOI MUHHATIOPBI 3aPOAMIIOCH B Wramm — ckynentypa Mapka Aypemmst n3 ®umapera -

Wramm B XV Beke, co3iaB 0co00e HarpasiieHue Obuta oTyITa B 1469 rojty 3HaMEHUTBIM CKYJIBIITOPOM
OPOH30BOI1 CKYJIBITYPBbI, OTINYAOLLENCS OT JloHaTe10.9T0 MOBNEKIIO 32 COO0I MOSIBIICHUE LEJIOH
OOILIETIPUHSITOM MPEK/IE BCEro CBOMMM HEOONBIINMI TUIesiibl ABTOPOB Mol OPOH30BOM CKYJIBIITYPBI, BCE Ke
pa3mepamu. Masast GpoH30Basi CKYJbITypa CO3JIAIOIMX MUHMATIOPBI Yallle Kak 3CKU3bl,
TpefHa3HavYaIach HELIMPOKOMY KpYTY JTFOOMTeNeN 1 NpeILECTBYOIIME OyIyIMM OosbIIMM padoTam. Bo
AQHTUKBAPOB, LICHUTEJIEN CKYCCTBA AHTUYHBIX MPEKOB 1 dropeHIMM caMbIM U3BECTHBIM ABTOPOM OPOH30BOI
PUMIISH , U KONMPOBAJIA LLIE/IeBPbl aHTUYHOCTH, MUHUATIOPBI siBNsuics Bepronbio mm [I>koBaHHHM.
HafifieHble TIp1 pacKonkax. MckyccTBo OpoH30BOI SIpKuMY NIPeAICTABUTEIISIMU 3TOIO 2KAaHPa CTa/l AHTOHUO
MUHHMATIOPbI PACIIPOCTPAHUIIOCH, B OCHOBHOM, B LIEHTPE Honnaitono, Auppea fiens Beppokkbo, Ppaxyecko au
Wramuu, B Takux ropopax kak drnopennuys, Cuexa, JTxopmko Maptunn, Anapea Bpuocko, ITsep [Ikakomno
Manrosa, [Tagys. Ilepsast 6poH30Bast MUHMATIOpA B Anapu Bonakonscn, [Ixaxono CaHCOBUHO.
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