
Edoardo Lombardi tells us how some
inventions can change the world. The

roads of friendship from the Ravenna
festival in the city of Meknes, in Marocco
with Verdi’s music. Saint Petersburg’s
white nights Festival celebrates the 100
years from the birth of composer Dmitri
Shostakovich. The international art
market improves. Frank Sinatra' genius
lives again in the Mat Bellini live
orchestra.

Edoardo Lombardi racconta come le
invenzioni possano cambiare il

mondo. Le Vie dell’Amicizia del Festival
di Ravenna a Meknes in Marocco con
un programma tutto verdiano. Il Festival
delle Notti Bianche di  San Pietroburgo
dedica  un’importante sezione al
compositore Dmitri Shostakovich per
ricordare i 100 anni dalla nascita. Il
mercato dell'arte internazionale segnala
vendite notevoli. Il mito di Frank Sinatra
riproposto dall’artista Mat Bellini e dalla
sua orchestra.

Эдоардо �омбарди рассказывает о
том, как изобретения могут

изменить мир. Улицы �ружбы
равенского фестиваля в марокканском
городе �екнесе, прошедшие под музыку
�ерди. !естиваль "елые #очи в %анкт
&етербурге был большей частью
посвящён столетнему юбилею
композитора �митрия +остаковича.
�еждународный рынок искусства
отмечает значительные продажи.
+едевры !рэнка %инатры в исполнении
�эта "еллини и его оркестра. 
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results. At the end of the 20’s Heisenberg
and Schrödinger, two German theoric
physicists, wrote the foundation of quan-
tum mechanics preparing the way for the
atomic era, especially with the discovery of
uranium nuclear fission in Berlin, 1938. By
the end of 1941, Germans had recreated
nuclear fission in the laboratory. That with-
standing the German
nuclear program ne-
ver took off, mainly
because they never
managed to isolate
isotope U-235 which
is essential to indu-
strialized production.
There were many
causes for this inca-
pability but above all
with the persecution
of the Jews the Ger-
mans lost many of
their most talented
scientists. Other rea-
sons were the lack of
resources to due to
widespread invest-
ment in other pro-
grams, mainly with the goal to create a su-
perior weapon and thus garner the Furors
favor; lack of support by the Wehrmacht
who blindly believed in conventional wea-
pons and wanted only to augment and im-
prove the rockets; and Hitler’s doubts that
the program would take too long to deve-
lop concrete results. Unfortunately for the
Germans this was a huge loss, if they had
been able to develop nuclear technology
and use the advantage they had over
America, as well as their superior number
of carriers maybe the war would have go-
ne in their favor.  The Germans behavior
with regards to nuclear weapons shouldn’t
surprise us, it’s typical of those situations in
which success gives a hand, knowingly or
unknowingly, to positive experiences
which has negative consequences for in-
novation, in stark contrast with the expe-
rience itself. However, this is not an un-

common experience in the world of busi-
ness. Towards the end of the 50’s Xerox
was the undisputed leader in photocopiers
of medium/high velocity. Their technology
used dry toner, a dry ink which is placed on
the paper and rapidly cooled for perma-
nence; they were sold by a very sophistica-
ted system of direct sales, which included

a high quality servi-
ce contract. Xerox
only leased their
photocopiers thus
they in effect sold
only the photoco-
pies that were ma-
de. However, Xerox
was strongly tied to
this system and ei-
ther didn’t change,
resulting in no inno-
vation. They had at-
tempted the same
leasing philosophy
with slow photoco-
piers with almost no
result. Only 20 years
later were they able
to introduce a slow

photocopier that was in line with the
needs of the customers. In the mid 60’s the
Japanese Savin/Ricoh began a series of at-
tacks in the photocopier sector and in
1976 became the leader for slow speed
photocopiers, and for the first time Xerox
had competition which was very near a lar-
ge portion if its clients. For a decade after-
wards Xerox worked on innovation by
launching an intense R&D program which
was designed to revolutionize communica-
tions within offices. They created PARC
(Palo Alto Research Center), a research
center which had exceptional results. After
a few years the PARC had even invented
the first personal computer, with the idea
of wide distribution of computers, also in-
vented was the mouse, the first icons, the
first user friendly word processor, the first
programming language, the first laser
printer as well as many other wonderful in-

ventions. Yet the most extraordinary thing
is that will all these wonderful discoveries
Xerox was not able to do almost anything
with them. Apple, Microsoft, and the rest
of the IT industry were able to use and de-
velop these ideas to earn billions of dollars,
but not Xerox. The real problem with Xe-
rox was not a lack of innovation, but a lack
of internal experience. With an internal
culture based upon the past success with
the leased photocopiers, the PARC techno-
logy seemed to come from another planet
even if the initial push for PARC came from
the top. For about ten years Xerox didn’t
launch any of the technology that had co-
me from PARC research. Xerox then
thought that perhaps it was time to sell off
PARC seeing as it’s results were going unu-
sed; and so potential buyer Steve Jobs was
allowed to tour the research center. And
seeing such an extraordinary abundance
of new and innovative technology it is said
that Jobs exclaimed, “Why doesn’t Xerox
develop and sell these great ideas?! You
could bowl over the competition with the-
se!” Xerox didn’t sell the technology but
Jobs had already seen a few of the con-
cepts which he was later able to develop
with the help of many PARC employees
who transferred to Apple. Later these de-
velopments would make up Macintosh
with great success. Xerox lost an enor-
mous opportunity and has never recovered
the position as leader that it had in the
60’s.   

The theme has been argument of a trans-
mission of Navigator in Time on the Me-
diolanum channel which transmits
through  SKY with the number 803.

At dawn on June 13,
1944, an official from
the English Royal Obser-

ver Corps, stationed in Kent, heard a
strange rustling and lifting his head
noticed a yellow burning streak stea-

ming out of the back of a plane, a
bomb. He immediately gave the

alarm with the code word ‘dri-
ver.’ This was the first appea-
rance of the German’s secret
weapon the V-1, a small pilot-
less aircraft with minimal gui-

dance and a large warhead, which
dropped out of its sleeve and exploded
in the vicinity of Swanscombe. On June

8, 1994, the second secret German wea-
pon appeared in English skies as the V-2,

was launched with complete success. The
V-2 was an unmanned ballistic missile
with far greater technological sophistica-
tion. It was also on a moveable platform,
allowing for launched from moving
land based vehicles. However, neither
the V-1 nor the V-2 had a great impact
on the war. Of 35,000 V-1 produced

only 9,000 were capable of striking
London due to their withdrawal

from northern France in Sep-
tember. The V-2 were able to
reach London only from Hol-
land, killing just 2,500 Lon-
doners from September 8,
1944 to March 29, 1945.

Nevertheless these roc-
kets could have car-

ried an atomic bomb with shattering consequen-
ces, but that did not happen even if all the funda-
mental discoveries that led to the atomic bomb
were made in Germany. When you look at Ger-
many in the 20’s and 30’s you find yourself in front
of a forge of scientific discoveries. The scientific
culture in Germany was very advanced for the ti-
me, it was the proud possessor of nearly a third of
all scientific Nobel prizes awarded and had the
greatest number of scientific trademarks in the
world. Naturally there was a strong fall back on ar-
maments and the most important sector was
clearly that of rocket development with results that
we have clearly seen. This was the intention of
Wehrmacht, inspired by the Treaty of Versailles,
which forbade the Germans
heavy artillery but not rockets.
The most deluding howe-
ver, was the German
Nuclear Pro-
g r a m
w h i c h
dragged
on but ne-
ver produ-
ced any
practi-
c a l

by Edoardo Lombardi*
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Innovation  
in History
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World changing discoveries from
Hitler’s secret weapons to
innovative printing machines

Wernher Von Braun

music
by Edoardo Tomaselli

A triumphant
concert
directed by
Muti, with
Maracco
enchanted
for the 10th
edition of the
Ravenna
Festival

Friendship 
in Meknes

The Roads of 
Friendship 

in Meknes

The Roads of 

music by Ettore F. Volontieri

Homage to Shostakovich in Saint
Petersburg

Poetry
Letters of 

The celebrated festival of White Nights
created in 1990, by Valery Gergiev in Saint

Petersburg, this year has dedicated an impor-
tant section to the great composer Dmitri
Shostakovich in order to commemorate his
100 birthday. Some of the great orchestra di-
rectors of the time participated in this ho-
mage by directing 15 symphonies, and
among the most significant, concerts for so-
lo instruments. The memorable concerts,
inaugurated May13, were directed by the
Dmitri’s son, Maxim Shostakovich (the Four-
teenth and Fifteenth symphony), Christoph
Eschenbach (Fifth symphony), Esa Pekka Sa-
lonen (Ninth symphony), Paavo Järvi (Tenth
symphony), Maris Jansons (Sixth
symphony), and Denis Matsuev (Concert for
the piano and orchestra n° 1). Valery Ger-
giev, the in house director, closed the con-
cert with the Eighth symphony, in which
Shostakovich completely expresses his own

universe. Gergiev knew how to give back,
with passion, this absolute capolavoro of the
20 century symphony, like a traveler that for
the first time crosses a part of the wonderful
and terrible sea. And for us, it has been sweet
to be shipwrecked in that sea...
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LEFT PAGE, ULYANA LOPATKINA IN THE
LENINGRAD SYMPHONY BALLET. IN THIS
PAGE, RENEE FLEMING AND MASTER
VALERY GERGIEV, GULEGHINA MARIA
INTERPRETS ABIGAILLE IN NABUCCO AND
MASTER MAXIM SHOSTAKOVICH
PAGINA A SINISTRA, ULYANA LOPATKINA
NEL BALLETTO LENINGRAD SYMPHONY. IN
QUESTA PAGINA, RENEE FLEMING E IL
MAESTRO VALERY GERGIEV, MARIA
GULEGHINA INTERPRETA ABIGAILLE IN
NABUCCO E IL MAESTRO MAXIM
SHOSTAKOVICH.
�а странице слева,  Ульяна �опаткина
в балете �енинградская �имфония.�а
этой странице, �ене �леминг и
�аэстро �алерий �ергиев, �ария
�улегина � роли Абигали в балете
�аксима #остаковича �абукко
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auction by Giorgio Rusconi

Klimt, Picasso, Modigliani the positive
trend in art is still strong

LEFT PAGE, "ADELE BLOCHBAUER" BY
KLIMT. ABOVE, "SALMACE AND
ERMAFRODITO" BY LUDOVICO
CARRACCI
PAGINA A SINISTRA, “RITRATTO DI
ADELE BLOCHBAUER” DI KLIMT. IN
ALTO “SALMACE E ERMAFRODITO” DI
LUDOVICO CARRACCI.
�траница слева, «�ортрет Адели
�лок �ауер» �лимта. �верху
«�альмач и �ермафродит»
�юдовико  �арраччи

Art
Record Making In the past few years the in-

ternational art market has
been very strong and not only
for auction houses in London
and New York, but also for
‘private sales.’ This is exactly
the case of the Klimt piece
“Adele Bloch Bauer” which
recently sold for a world re-
cord setting 135 million dol-
lars (105.5 million euro), sur-
passing “Boy with a pipe,”
by Picasso which Sotheby’s
sold for 104.1 million euro in
2004. The rare Klimt sold to
cosmetics magnate Ronald
Lauder, whose fortune is esti-
mated at 2.7 billion dollars.
Beginning in May, antique
and modern art auctions ha-

ve seen an excellent sales pe-
riod; Londons Sotheby’s filled
high expectations with the
top lot of the month during
the June 19 and 20 auctions
where Modigliani "Jeanne
Hébuterne au Chapeau"
took his highest price ever
with 16.36 million sterlings.
Those high expectations we-
re set by Christies of New
York in May, with the 32.873
million for the "L'arlesienne,
Madame Ginoux" by Van
Gogh, the “Dora Maar au
Chat" by Pablo Picasso for
77.6 million euro (95.216
million dollars) and the "over
bidder" seems to have been
a Russian buyer. For the sale

of the “Old Master,” at
Christies the painting “Sal-
mace and the Ermafrodite”
by Ludovico Carracci, estee-
med at first for 800 thou-
sand/1.2 million pounds,
eventually took 7.4 million
pounds; and at Sotheby’s a
Van Huysum painting sold
for 3.256 million pounds.
High praise for the Italian
auctions: a Boccioni 1907
painting “Portrait of Doctor
Tian” was sold at Christies
for 1.205 million euro and
lastly, a Correggio painting
“Christ held by three an-
gels,” was sold in Finarte-Se-
menzato for 835 thousand
euro.
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Art
Record Making 

music by Edoardo Tomaselli

Frank Sinatra’s genius lives
again in the Mat Bellini 

live orchestra

MAT BELLINI DURING A SHOW
MAT BELLINI DURANTE UNO
SPETTACOLO.
�эт �еллини во время
концерта

The Voice 
The Heir of

Mat Bellini, an Italian singer
who has been living for

quite some time in the United
States, reveals his fever for Frank
Sinatra. Since he was a boy he
developed a passion for the
American star, which led him to
take guitar lessons specializing in
the repertory of Frank Sinatra,
“The Voice.” Later on he put to-
gether a band in the States to
play Frank Sinatra’s songs but it
was in Italy that he accomplished
his dream of having his own or-
chestra with sixteen international
musicians including conductor
Franco Capiluppi, double bass
player Stefano Senni, and drum-

mer Oreste Soldano. Mat Bellini
now has a twenty-four piece or-
chestra, scores belonging to
Frank Sinatra, a string section
with famous Japanese violinist
Eriko Sumi, and a musical reper-
tory counting My Way, I’ve got
you under my skin, Strangers in
the night, New York New York
and many other songs from
"Franky Blue Eyes." Mat Bellini
has been involved with charity: in
2004, he donated all the pro-
ceeds from concerts held mainly
in Verona, to medical research. In
fact, his last concert in Verona at
the Gran Guardia, was meant to
support the Abeo National Asso-

ciation and the in-
fant department of
the Polyclinic in Ve-
rona. The Mat Belli-
ni Orchestra also
participated, at the
"White Night" Lu-
xury event last June
21, with his swing-
jazz repertory. Belli-
ni has thoroughly attached him-
self to Sinatra's trademark broad-
brimmed hat, which is now the
orchestra’s logo. Mat Bellini is a
man full of ambition and musical
capability gifted with the same
Frank Sinatra's blue eyes and to-
ne of voice. 
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